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William Sessions 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigations 
10th and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Sessions: 

I have been contacted by a constituent /rip has some concerns about the 
certain federal investigations into th^Church Universal Triumphant 
located at Corwin Springs, Montana. ' 11 "***■ maeesst 


.1 would appreciate if you could provide me with a response tha 
answers the questions raised by Park Countv Con-imiggionfip Larry 




fully 

ovely. 


Thanks for your consideration of this matter. 
Sincerely, 
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PARK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


P. O. Box 1037 
Livingston, Montana 59047 


July 13, 1989 


Congressman Ron Marlenee 
409 Cannon House Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Marlenee: 

Recent developments, including the arrest of a Church Univer sal 
member purchasing large amounts of assault guns anti ,J a^mttn , f'fel©i»>W 
have caused concern among ‘many members of this community. As a 
County Commissioner, I am also very concerned about the possi¬ 
bility of paramilitary activities 7 being practiced in our area. 

Although we have heard rumors of\Federal Investigations, we have 
not received any official information. We do not feel that ve 
need to knov every detail of Federal Investigations, and if too 
much publicity is given to such investigations, ve realize that 
they may be affected. We do, however, need assurance that a 
helpful hand is near in case such activities mushroom beyond the 
control of our local Sheriff's Department. 

Thank you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 



toLarry Lovelj 
t*^l£“C8^'ty - U l omroissioner 
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CUT official 
is arrested 

1 i 

for gun deal 


SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) - The 
purported security chief of a con- 
troversJal Montana religious sect was 
arrested for illegally purchasing a 
semi-automatic assault rifle, and 
documents indicated he planned to 
outfit 200 people with paramilitary 
.weapons, federal authorities said 
Monday. 

At a news conference where., 
more than a dozen assault weapons 
and thousands of rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion were displayed. U.S. Attorney 
John Lamp said he would present the 
case to a federal grand Jury, where 
additional counts could be sought 
against Vernon D. Hamilton. 

Hamilton, 42, of Livingston, 
Mont, was arrested Friday for lnves- 
• tlgatkm of giving a f«b» statement in 
the acquisition of a firearm from a 
.Spokane firearms dealer. 

Although documents found on 
Hamilton indicated he was the chief 
of security for the Church Universal 
and Triumphant, federal officials re¬ 
fused to speculate on whether his 
purchases were sanctioned, or paid 
for, by the sect that mixes Christian, 
New Age and sunlvalist philo¬ 
sophies. 

Ed Frands, the church vice 
president who handles all press 
queries, was not in his office Monday 
and did not return a call 

Lamp said Hamilton could have 
legally purchased the semi-automat¬ 
ic weapon^ Including ^caliber 
assault rifles and Austrian sniper 
rifles, if he had used his own name. 

Authorities accused Hamilton of 
using the identity of a deceased San 
Francisco lawyer to acquire drop 


boxes from private mail centers in 
Spokane, to which ammunition and 
heavy boxes were mailed. 

Michael C. Kelly, resident agent 
in charge of tho Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, said docu¬ 
ments found on Hamilton during fils 
arrest Indicated be had recently pur¬ 
chased $130,000 In miKUry-stylo fi¬ 
rearms and ammunition and had 
plans to spend an addition*! $150,000. 

•There were some documents In 
his truck that Indicated Hamilton 
attempted to acquire military 
weapons for 200 men," Kelly said. 

Hamilton had been stopped for a 
traffic violation, and polite found 
weapons In Ms vehicle. I-ater, mote 
were found In a storage facility. 

If convicted, Hamilton faces a 
maximum penalty of five years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine. 

The etweb bought the 12,500- 
acre Royal Teton Ranch in 1981 front 
Malcolm Forbes. It borders the nor¬ 
thern edge of Yellowstone Park, near 
Gardiner, Mont 

Since then, church has bought 
more property in Park County. Total 
holdings arc about $3,000 acres. 

The church preaches a mix of 
Christianity, New Age religion, and 
right-wing politics. CUT founder Eli¬ 
zabeth Cl ate Prophet has suggested 
In past writings and speeches that the 
church property In Montana would be 
a good place to survive a nuclear 
war.Many church residents have 
built bomb shelters on their property 
In rural PaiX County. 

Chut ch leaders have denied per¬ 
sistent runvus that the church is stor¬ 
ing caches of weapons. 
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FEDERAL GOVEBSliES^ August 1( ^ 1989 



Honorable Ron Marlenee 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 


Dear Congressman Marlenee: ' 

«2> « 

Your August 4th inquiry on behalf of Mr. Larry Lovely, 

rrrr-^- • * 1 

Park County Commissioner, has been received. Mr. Lovely's 
concerns are being looked into and we will be back in touch with 
you as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

/S| 

John E. Collingwood 
Inspector-in-Charge 
Congressional Affairs Office 
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Salt Lake City - Enclosures (6) 

Personal Attention SAC: Attached communication and your 
records should be reviewed and appropriate information 
furnished to the Bureau so that a further response can be 
sent to Congressman Marlenee. Your response should be 
submitted 10 days from receipt, to the attention of 

Correspondence Unit, OPA, Room 6218, Ext. 2843. 
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Congressional Affairs^Office t 

NOTE: Mr. LARRY LOVELY, Park County Commissioner, wrote to\ ' 

w^eSngressman Marlenee regarding the arrest of a member of the 
Jdlychurch Uni^Lers.al_and Triumphant for purchasing large amounts of r *. 
ASS SOT tr^hs^lndi ammuni t:i onr^“ffirs community is concerned with the 
arrest and he is concerned about the possibility of paramilitary 
activities being practiced in his area. »<He says he has heard < 
rumors, of Federal investigations and would f like^fassurance that a 


& 



helpfulIhand xs c near in case such activities mushroom beyond the 
control of his local sheriff's department. Further response will 
be based on information provided by Salt Lake city. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTfJ: OFFICER X).F> 

ROOM 



.. .ISLCj AFFAIRS 

: SAQ, SALT LAKE CITY (66-31884) 




FROM 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY 


Reference Congressional Affairs Office letter to 
Congressman MARLENEE dated August 10, 1989. 

A review of the Salt Lake City and former Butte 
Division indices found no references or main files an Salt Lake. 

The following Butte references were found: 9-1375, 52-0-566, 

190-197, and 196B-374. It j^poted that there are no ongoing 
investigations involving the^CHURCH UNIVERSAL.^TRIUMPHANT or 
ELIZABETH CLAIRE PROFIT. 1 1 -“ 4asaasa ^ 

The 9 file is a control file which contains 
information about the church. There are seven serials in thfe 
file, the majority of which were received from other off ices X 

The 52 file contains a reference to the church. The 190 file is 
an FOIPA request made by an individual concerning the church. 

The 196B file is OO Los Angeles (LA-196B-1620). The 196 matter 
was a lead to Butte to interview an individual regarding the 
CHURCH UNIVERSAL TRIUMPHANT property. The results were provided 
to Los Angeles along with the Butte determination that there was ^ 
no fraud by wire activity being conducted by tl)e church at^the 
time of the RUC communication 


4 S'" 


(dated 2/12/82)^^_ l^a.0w 


Mr. .LARRY LOVELY, Park County Commissioner, can be 
assured that if the Salt Lake City Division of the FBI becomes 
aware of a criminal violation within its jurisdiction, the 


Bureau 

1 - Los Angeles 
1 - Salt Lake City 
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66F-31884 • 

matter will be investigated. Mr. LOVELY received extensive 
publicity because of his concern about^the church, to include a 
recent article in Time magazine, *£he newspaper article that was 
included with Mr. LOVELY's letter to the Congressman refers to an 
investigation that was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms. 
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Honorable Ron Marlenee 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Marlenee: 


FEDERAL GO 
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I am writing in further response to your August 4th 
inquiry on behalf of Mr. Larry^covely, Park County commissioner, 
who is concerned about the 7 possiDiiicy of paramilitary activities 
being practiced in his area in view of the arrest of a Church 
Universal Triumphant member for purchasing large amounts of 
assault guns and ammunition. 

The investigation to which Mr. Lovely refers and 
which is described in the newspaper article you enclosed was 
conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco.., and Firearms, not 
the FBI. 

We appreciate Mr. Lovely's concern for the welfare of 
his community and want to assure him that all allegations of 
criminal activity received by the FBI are carefully reviewed, and 
appropriate action is taken should the circumstances warrant it. 
Also, the FBI can investigate par^ilLitaryc;*.training camps only 
when actual or potential violations of Federal laws within our s* 
jurisdiction occur. When we receive information indicating that li 
these camps are engaging in mercenary activities, we investigated u 
accordingly within our established criteria. V t 

We hope that if Mr. Lovely has specific information 
that he believes warrants an FBI investigation, he will not 
hesitate to contact his local FBI office. 

I trust this information will assist you in responding 
to your constituent's questions and concerns. 


Sincerely yours 

(u 

John E. Collingwood 
Inspector-in-Charge, 
Congressional Affairs Office 


1 - Salt Lake City (66-31884) 

Reurairtel 8/28/89. 

1 - Congressional Affairs Office 
ESH:rfW .(7) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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Honorable Ron Marlenee 


MOTE: Mr. LARRY LOVELY/ Park County, Montana, Commissioner, 

wrote to Congressman Marlenee regarding the arrest of a member of 
the Church Universal Triumphant for purchasing large amounts of 
assault guns and ammunition. He and his community are concerned 
with the arrest and about the possibility of paramilitary 
activities being practiced in Park County. LOVELY says he heard 
rumors of Federal investigations and would like assurance that a 
helpful hand is near in case such activities mushroom beyond the 
control of his sheriff's department. An interim response was 
sent to Congressman Marlenee on 8/10/89. Above response based on 
Salt Lake City airtel 8/28/89, which is attached behind the 
yellow. 
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